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and the staff thereof, immediately to sign the foregoing pledge
and become members of National Volunteer Corps.

In view of the impending arrests of a large number of
Congress workers, this Congress, whilst requiring the ordi-
nary machinery to remain intact and to be utilized in the
ordinary manner whenever feasible, hereby appoints until
further instructions Mahatma Gandhi as the sole executive
authority of the Congress and invests him with the full powers
of the All-India Congress Committee including the power
to convene a special session of the Congress or of the All-
India Congress Committee or the Working Committee, such
powers to be exercised between any two sessions of the All-
India Congress Committee and also with the power to appoint
a successor in emergency,

This Congress hereby confers upon the said successor
and all subsequent successors appointed in turn by their prede-
cessors all his aforesaid powers.

Provided that nothing in this resolution shall be deemed
to authorize Mahatma Gandhi or any of the aforesaid suc-
cessors to conclude any terms of peace with the Government
of India or the British Government without the previous sanc-
tion of the All-India Congress Committee, to be finally rati-
fied by the Congress specially convened for the purpose, and
provided also that the present Creed of the Congress shall in
no case be altered by Mahatma Gandhi or his successors,
except with the leave of the Congress first obtained.

This Congress congratulates all those patriots who are
now undergoing imprisonment for the sake of their conscience
or country and realizes that their sacrifice has considerably
hastened the advent of swaraj.1

It has taken me exactly 35 minutes to read the resolution in
English and in Hindustani, I shall hope, if I can at all avoid it, not
to take even the 30 minutes that Hakimji Saheb has allotted to me.
And I do not propose, if I can help it, to take all that time because
I feel that the resolution explains itself. If at the end of fifteen
months5 incessant activity, you, the delegates assembled in this
Congress, do not know your own minds I am positive that I
cannot possibly carry conviction to you even in a two hours'

1 These paragraphs are from the Report of the Thirty-sixth Indian National
Congress. Those following are from Tdung Mia, 19-1-1922,, where they appear
with the introductory note : "The following is the text, as revised by him, of
Mr. Gandhi's speech at the Congress session, introducing the central resolution. "